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Abstract. The psammo-halophilous species Halammobia bulla Liberto & Leo, 2006 is reported for the first time in Montenegro. The 
distribution and the differential characters of the two species of genus Halammobia are discussed. 
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Introduction 
 

Knowledge about the coleoptera fauna of Montenegro is still very incomplete, despite some recent works reporting 
new findings (Kovács et al. 2011, Németh et al. 2014, Kejval 2017, etc.); further increase in new findings is likely in the 
future. In this work Halammobia bulla Liberto & Leo, 2006 (Tenebrionidae) is registered for the first time in 
Montenegro: numerous specimens were collected by Czech entomologists in the south of the country, in two beaches in 
the surroundings of Ulcinj. The genus Halammobia Semenov, 1901, belonging to subfamily Diaperinae and tribe 
Phaleriini (Löbl et al. 2008), includes only two psammo-halophiles species distributed in Mediterranean Subregion of 
Palaearctic (Liberto & Leo 2006). 

 
 

Material 
 

Mentioned material are deposited in the following collections: 
ASPC Adam Šíma, private collection, Prague, Czech Republic; 
JHAC Jiří Háva, Private Entomological Laboratory & Collection, Únětice u Prahy, Prague west, Czech  
 Republic; 
PJPC Petr Jansa, private collection, Obříství, Czech Republic; 
PLPC Piero Leo, private collection, Cagliari, Italy; 
VHPC Václav Hanzlík, private collection, Neratovice, Czech Republic. 
 
 

Results 
 

Halammobia bulla Liberto & Leo, 2006 
(Figs. 1-2) 

 
Material examined: Montenegro, Ulcinj, Velika beach, 41°54'19.45"N, 19°15'32.28"E, 5.v.2014, A. Šíma leg., 6 spec., 
(ASPC); Montenegro, Ulcinj, Ada Bojana beach, 41°51'49.05"N, 19°20'28.95"E, 4.v.2014, A. Šíma leg., 20 spec., (18 
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ASPC, 2 PLPC); Montenegro, Ulcinj, Ada Bojana beach, 19.v.2014, P. Jansa [or V. Hanzlík] leg., 27 spec., (2 JHAC, 
9 VHPC, 16 PJPC). 
Bionomy. The specimens were collected in dunes on a sandy beach under the remains of plants. 
Distribution. This species was known from some localities of western Peloponnese, in the southern Greece (Liberto 
& Leo 2006); also the quotation of Whitehead (1997) for Zakynthos (Ionian Islands), as Halammobia pellucida, is 
certainly to be referred to H. bulla. The species is new for Montenegro and its range of distribution seems considerably 
expanded (450 km northwards). The new finds in Montenegro suggest the possible presence of the species even in the 
north-western part of Greece and in Albania. 
Diagnosis. The genus Halammobia includes only the species discussed here (H. bulla) and the similar species 
Halammobia pellucida (Herbst, 1799). Halammobia bulla is characterized by the following features: body elliptic, 
dorsally very convex, elytra evenly sloping toward apex in lateral view, while are tumid and abruptly sloping in H. 
pellucida; sides of pronotum more convergent forward and apical part of elytra more narrowed than in H. pellucida; 
elytral striae faint, effacing, only the first one running along the suture and nearly reaching the apex, while in H. 
pellucida at least striae 1-3 are rather shallow but well developed and reach the apex; intervals among striae absolutely 
flattened, smooth, bearing no minute transverse wrinkles like in H. pellucida; further differential features are shown by 
the shape of aedeagus (Figs. 2-3). 

 

 
Fig. 1. Habitus, dorsal aspect of Halammobia bulla.  

 
 

 
Figs. 2-3. Male genitalia: 2 – Halammobia bulla; 3 – H. pellucida. 
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Fig. 4. Map of distribution of Halammobia bulla. 
 
 
 

Halammobia pellucida (Herbst, 1799) 
(Fig. 3) 

 
Distribution. This species is mentioned only from France and Italy in Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera (Löbl et al. 
2008), but it is also well known from the Mediterranean coast of Spain (Español 1969) and Morocco (Liberto & Leo 
2006). 
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